
n Upcoming

November 21 – March 13
Rodin: Evolution of a Genius 
Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond
Some 200 works are on display by the 
famous sculptor, Auguste Rodin. Visit 
www.vmfa.museum for details.

December 3 – February 11
Charlie Brouwer: Known/Unknown and
The Sun That Never Sets: New Paintings by 
Paul Ryan
Center for the Arts, Virginia Tech, Blacksburg
These art exhibits feature Brouwer’s large 
scale ladder installation that incorporates 
video and Ryan’s oil and acrylic abstract 
compositions. More information available 
at www.artscenter.vt.edu.

December 11
BRAA Monthly Lunch and Art Spot
Famous Anthony’s, Blacksburg  •  11:30 a.m.
Join fellow members for lunch and the 
latest news and conversation. This month’s 
art spot will be presented by art historian
Lee Sandstead.

December 20
Live  Model Drawing
The Artful Place, A Fine Art Studio • 6–8 p.m.
The model, easels and drawing boards 
are provided and the cost is $10. 
Reserve your spot online by the 
Friday before each session at
http://artfullawyergallery.org/events. 

February 26–29
Jessi Pace-Berkeley Watercolor Workshop
Location to be determined
Pace-Berkeley is known for her large and 
dramatic portraits and will help partici-
pants discover a more dynamic way to 
paint. Look for more information in the 
January newsletter.

March 20 – June 12
Amerian Chronicles: 
The Art of Norman Rockwell
Taubman Museum of Art, Roanoke
This exhibit is organized by the Norman 
Rockwell Museum in Massachusetts and 
features original works drawn from its 
permanent collection. 
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The thank-you artwork for the housekeeper, depicting the 
quaint pilothouse accommodation at Pemaquid Hotel.
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Chapter Two – The wonders of painting Maine
By Gerri Young

The day before leaving peaceful Pemaquid Point, I returned to my little pilothouse 
accommodation and found a note written on hotel stationery. It said, “I apologize for 
not being able to make the bed but with personal items on there we cannot make 
them!” signed, “Housekeeping.” 
Yep, I had stuff strewn on the built-in bed and never expected anyone to make it for 
me; never understood how they could make it at all! I had never received a house-
keeper note before so I was charmed by the experience and kept it.  

In return, I did a quick ink drawing
of my little house and left it with a 
thank you note.  The next morning, I 
passed a housekeeper and asked if she 
had left the note. She said no. I told 
her about the artwork for the writer of 
the note. Her response was so lovely. 

“Oh,” she said, “that is wonderful. (Name 
I have forgotten) will be so thrilled to 
get that because yesterday she had 
such an ungrateful day.” 
I loved that phrase and will 
use it myself someday.

Off we went to our next town of Boothbay Harbor to stay at Cap’n Fish Hotel right on 
the waterfront, every room with a view. In a straight line, that touristy town might be 
only 20 miles away, but there are no straight lines in this part of Maine. The coastline 
zigs and zags in and out like a drunken fisherman.   
Pemaquid is on a peninsula to the east of Boothbay Harbor, so we had to drive north 
past Bristol and Damariscotta, turn left through Newcastle, left again (now south) 
toward Edgecomb and into Boothbay Harbor, a town which must be packed with 
tourists in the summer, but was just right in September. It was approaching the end 
of the season where the 45,000 summer residents turn into 5,000 hardy winter folks, 
according to a friendly waiter. 
On the way to Boothbay, our Blacksburg bunch took a slight detour to the town of 
Wiscasset. Ruth Lefko and Judy Crowgey wanted to eat at the apparently world-
famous Red’s Eats, a funky family restaurant at the foot of the Sheepscot River bridge 
known for its enormous lobster rolls and long waiting lines. 
Danie Janov, Marvi Stine and I rolled into Wiscasset, a little behind Ruth and Judy and 
in time to see them standing on the corner in the promised line! 
We shouted a greeting to them and headed to Le Garage, a four-star restaurant just 
around the corner for a spectacular dining experience including lobster mac and 
cheese! As you can imagine, lobster was on every menu in every restaurant. After a 
brief visit to the B&B owned by a friend of mine just a couple blocks away, we headed 
to Boothbay Harbor. 
Our hotel was across a large inlet from the town and easily accessible by foot which 
included a trek across a lovely footbridge into the heart of the business district.  
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Shopping, restaurants and galleries galore awaited us and we took advantage of many 
opportunities.  
The waterfront on this side featured several tour boats offering puffin or whale sight-
ing trips and day trips to Monhegan Island, a little over two hours away. That island 
trip was certainly on our list of things to do. 
The Monhegan trip attracted nearly all of our group and for good reason. The trip out 
on a beautiful day afforded us the opportunity to take many, many photos for future 
painting possibilities.   
On the island, every way you turned was a painting ready to be created. Everywhere 
were quaint houses and buildings, beautiful scenery, friendly people, a lighthouse, 
boats, water and flowers everywhere. Artists’ studios with open doors beckoned to 
visitors. Galleries offered local art. Artists there before us were actively painting in the 
footsteps of Jamie Wyeth, painter son of the well-known painter Andrew Wyeth.   
No cars or paved roads marred this beauty. An occasional pickup truck is put to practi-
cal use for hauling luggage belonging to the few overnight visitors as they arrive at the 
dock. Walking allowed us to really see the details and understand why people live there. 
Only 50 of them brave the winters on the island, but summers have to be heavenly. 
The only thing wrong with Monhegan Island was a too short stay. However, staying 
overnight takes long-term planning to actually score one of the few accommodations. 
Back on the mainland, our group gathered for a critique by our tour leader, Vera Dick-
erson. Anyone taking workshops with Vera in her Roanoke Studio School knows these 
very careful critiques are helpful from every vantage point. She had arranged to use the 
studio of an artist she knows who has a studio within walking distance of our hotel. 
Throughout the trip, we took advantage of both organized and impromptu opportu-
nities to paint or sketch, so it wasn’t a surprise to see how many pieces of work went 
on the walls for Vera’s experienced eye. 
One of my favorite painting times was on the screened in porch of my Pemaquid 
house. Danie and Marvi and I gathered there on a nice evening and I took advantage 
to have the very experienced teaching of Danie as she guided me through an exercise 
in color beginning with a little portrait I had done of a fellow traveler from New York. 
There is not enough room here to fully describe this wonderful trip.  If you have 
never been to the coastline of Maine, I highly recommend it. The natural wonders are 
exquisite. The homes and gardens are beautiful, the people friendly. The abundance of 
galleries is amazing, with gallery signs popping up on even the very smallest roads. If 
you set a goal to visit every gallery in the state, you would be there a very long time. 
Somehow, that doesn’t seem like such a bad thing. n

Vera Dickerson leads a critique of the artwork created by members of the Maine plein air painting trip in September. The 
critique was held in the private studio of an artist in Boothbay Harbor.                  
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BRAA holiday market
The 2015 BRAA Holiday Market in the 
Community Arts Information Office 
(CAIO) got off to a great start on Dec. 
4.  A reception held from 5-7 p.m. dur-
ing the Winter Lights Festival attracted 
many people and a good number of 
sales were made.  

Members Robi Sallee, Michele Walter 
and Nancy Trump hosted the evening 
and totally enjoyed visiting with old 
friends and newcomers as well.

Eighteen BRAA artists contributed a 
variety of artwork, ornaments, note-
cards and more to the mix, making this 
market likely the biggest ever for BRAA.

A big thanks to Susan Mattingly, execu-
tive director of the Lyric Theater, for her 
steadfast support and unending enthu-
siasm for this market that takes over the 
CAIO until the first week of January.

The CAIO is located at 149 College 
Avenue in Blacksburg, between Gillie’s 
restaurant and the Lyric.  It is open 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.  
Stop in for some excellent local holiday 
shopping.

A variety of gift items feature work by Gerri Young, Teri 
Hoover, Robi Sallee, Darcy Meeker, Betty Moore and 
David Pearce.  
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Play dates, anyone?
As cold weather provides us more 
indoor time, it’s a perfect time to enjoy 
some BRAA play dates. For new members 
who may not have experienced one 
of these dates in 2013 or 2014, they’re 
cheap ($5); they’re fun (try something 
new or just enjoy the company of fellow 
BRAA members as you make art); and 
they’re led by our own members. 

Here’s where you come in.  If you have 
some aspect of your art or craft that 



n President’s Report
It has been a busy year!

•	 12	monthly	luncheons	with	12	Art	Spots
•	 4	board	meetings
•	 4	workshops:	metal	working,	black	gesso,	
 palette knife/oil, watercolor (Z.L.Feng), 
 eco-printing
•	 Center	for	the	Arts	week,	six	days	of	
 speakers, forums and a workshop
•	 Newport	Rec	Center	anniversary	art	show
•	 Theme	Show	at	VTLS
•	 Art	at	the	Market	tent	with	one	award
•	 	“Simply	elemental”	art	in	the	Hahn	Garden
•	 “Living	well	at	50+,”	The	Inn	at	Virginia	Tech,	and	Library	Club	info	events
•	 New	River	Art	biennial,	assistance	to	the	Fine	Arts	Center	for	the	New	River	Valley
•	 2	Va.	Museum	of	Fine	Arts	workshops	at	Blacksburg	and	Christiansburg	High	Schools
•	 Judging	for	Montgomery	Museum,	Blacksburg	and	Christiansburg	High	School	shows
•	 A	half	dozen	plein	air	days
•	 A	couple	play	dates
•	 44	BRAA gallery exhibitions, lost two galleries, gained two galleries
•	 Biggest	and	most	successful	December	holiday	market	in	Community	Arts	
 Information Office (CAIO) gallery 
•	 138	members	by	December	(rises	and	falls)
•	 10	newsletters
•	 12	big	info	emails	to	membership
•	 First	all-BRAA art exhibition in the Virginia Tech Center for the Arts
•	 First	all-BRAA art exhibition in Mathena Center gallery, Princeton, West Virginia

Thanks for your support of so many wonderful events in 2015!  My best wishes to 
you for a safe, happy and heartwarming holiday season.

n Now Showing

October 15 – January 15
(except where indicated otherwise)

Patricia Bevan, VTLS, Corporate 
Research Center, Blacksburg

Patricia Bolton, Virginia Tech 
Women’s Center

Jeanette Bowker, Main Street Inn, 
Blacksburg

Jordi Calvera, Holtzman Alumni 
Center, Virginia Tech

Jennifer Carpenter, Zeppoli’s, 
Blacksburg

Charlotte Chan, New City,
Blacksburg

Marie Collier, New City, Blacksburg
 
Anne Hammond-Tooke, Brown 
Insurance, Blacksburg

Ruth Lefko, New River Bank, 
Christiansburg (through Dec.)

Maxine Lyons, Pointe West 
Management, Blacksburg

Nancy Norton, See Mark Optical,  
Blacksburg

David Pearce, Haga Law Office, 
Christiansburg (through Dec.)

Karen Sewell, Mill Mountain Coffee 
and Tea

Jane Thorp, Idego Coffee, Christians-
burg (through Dec.)

Nancy Trump, Amy Hunter Dental 
Office, Christiansburg (through Dec.)

Tom Wilkinson, National Bank, 
Blacksburg (through Dec.)

Norma Woodward, Christiansburg 
Library (through Dec.)

Gerri Young, Blue Ridge Cancer 
Care, BlacksburgIt’s membership renewal time!

December is the month for renewing your membership to the Blacksburg Regional 
Art Association. Individual membership is just $30. Other categories of membership 
are outlined on our membership application. We hope you sign up for another year 
and even consider volunteering to serve as a board officer. Several positions are 
expected to be available at the end of 2016 including that of the president! 
A printer friendly version of the application is available at 
http://www.blacksburgart.org/#!forms/c11a4 

Do it now before it gets lost in the holiday crush!

The BRAA annual meeting and 
presentation drew 32 attendees. 
Current association officers were 

elected to stay in place for the coming year.  

Ri
le

y 
Ch

an

Page 3  •  Blacksburg Regional Art Association News  •  November/December 2015

“No great artist sees 
things as they really

  are; if he did, he 
would cease to be 

 an artist.”   ~ Oscar Wilde

The  October 25 BRAA 
annual meeting featured 
a presentation by 
James Creekmore on 
understanding copyright laws.  
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n Kudos
A pastel portrait by Leslie Gregg has 
received accolades in two international 
competitions. “The Moonshiner” was 
listed as a finalist in The Artist’s Maga-
zine’s 32nd Annual Art competition 
(see the December issue). It was also 
awarded honorable mention in the 17th 
Annual Pastel 100 Competition and will 
appear in the April issue of Pastel Jour-
nal. The portrait is one of a series in the 
recent book, Keepers of the Tradition.

Congratulations to the following 
winners of the New River Art 2015 
Biennial Juried Exhibition —
•  Shawn Whiteside, Nadine Allen 

Memorial Fund, $500
•  Lois Stephens, Award of Excellence 

from Blacksburg Regional Art Asso-
ciation, $200

•  Roberta Sallee, First Award of Dis-
tinction, Fine Arts Center for the New 
River Valley, $200

•  Jonathan Murrill, Second Award of 
Distinction, Jacksonville Center for 
the Arts, $200

•  Felta Virginia Hall, Award of Merit, 
Greater Pulaski Alliance, $200

•  Gina Louthian-Stanley, Award of 
Merit, The Southwest Times, $200

•  Kimberly Cook, People’s Choice 
Award, The Artful Lawyer, $100

n Exhibit Opportunities

Simply Elemental 2016
Hahn Horticulture Garden, Virginia Tech
Artists, groups of artists, art teachers and 
students working in any media are invited 
to submit proposals with conceptual 
designs. Entry deadline is February 1. A 
jury will select 35 pieces for this outdoor 
art exhibit that displays from August 
through September. For more informa-
tion, email artinthegarden@vt.edu.

Unitarian Universalist Church
BRAA artists are invited to exhibit for 
three month periods at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church on Gladewood 
Road in Blacksburg. The walls and 
hanging system will accommodate 
12-15 medium to large paintings or 
a larger number of smaller paintings.  
Past exhibitors from BRAA include 
Diane Relf, Lois Stephens, Donald and 
Joann Sunshine, Anne Hammond-
Tooke, and Tom Wilkinson. If you’d like 
to show your work next year (as early 
as January) please email Nancy Norton 
(nancypnorton@comcast.net).

Blacksburg Public LIbrary
The Blacksburg Public Library has a 
small four-shelf glass display case and 
would like art to display in it. You can 
identify yourself as the artist and list 
contact information, but no sale price 
can be listed.  If you are interested, 
contact Cathy Prati at the library at 
cprati@mfrl.org. 

Send	Facebook	news	postings	to:
Gerri Young at 

younggerri@googlemail.com 
or Teri Hoover

at crystalirisphotos@gmail.com

Twitter @BlacksburgArt1

www.facebook.com/BlacksburgArt

BRAA Officers
Gerri Young, president

Charlotte Chan, co-vice president
Teri Hoover, co-vice president

Jeanette Bowker, treasurer
Pat Bevan, secretary

Nancy Norton, membership
Robi Sallee, past president

http://www.blacksburgart.org/

Send news, photos, comments, or 
newsletter suggestions to Lois Stephens 

(stephens1@pemtel.net)

Thanks to Mish Mish for providing 
printed versions of this newsletter. 

Please support our local art supply store!

	  

The art featured in this month’s nameplate is 
“Searching for Atlantis” (above, acrylics, 16x14”) 
by Jeanette Bowker. This and more of her work can 
be viewed at the Main Street Inn until January 15.
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n Other Opportunities

Artemis Journal 2016
The regional Artemis Journal is now 
accepting entries of poetry, photogra-
phy, and art of any medium. There is a 
$20 submission fee for up to three 
entries. Deadline is January 15. For 
entry guideline information, visit 
artemisjournal.org.

you’d like to share with us (and help us 
try it out), volunteer to lead a session.  
Play date leaders either supply materials 
for the group and/or let participants 
know what to bring. The fun lasts 3-4 
hours (which may include time to visit 
as we eat our bag lunches). We already 
have a few ideas — making small, 
simple books (repurposing failed paint-
ings for the cover and other papers 
for the book pages), and an introduc-
tion to watercolor for those who have 
never used the medium.  At past play 
dates we’ve created paintings on mat 
board with a wild variety of materi-
als for stencils and spray paints; made 
wonderful papers with Citrasolv on 
National Geographic pages;  stenciled 
deli papers for use in other paintings or 
projects; and had fun with watercolor 
on yupo paper.

So think about what you’d like to share 
at a play date and email Nancy Norton 
(nancypnorton@comcast.net) and she’ll 
take care of the announcements and 
scheduling.

Play dates continued from page 2


