
As told to Gerri Young

Home town: Born in Roanoke, Va., but I moved to the New River Valley in 1982.

A little bit about your family: I have three grown kids. The family was raised in a very
active lifestyle. Kids learned to snow ski, hike, and bicycle at a very young age. We
travelled and camped all across the country. I called us “explorers,” as we liked to go
places where the kids could learn about the natural earth. Lots of national parks and
wilderness areas. We also loved the ocean and became scuba divers. The kids still love
to get together to go on trips with Mom. Unfortunately, we lost dad to ALS over four
years ago.

Do you have a pet? Lucy, a wheaten terrier, is almost 13 years old. She has arthritis so
now takes her walks in a stroller. She wags her tail and can get around a little, but is
still my emotional needs dog. We have been through a lot together and I cherish the
time I have with her. She likes to keep me in sight most of the time as she is deaf. Gimli
is a yellow tabby cat. He thinks he is the leader of the pack. He also thinks it is your job
to pay attention to him. He is a bold and fierce hunter frequently bringing chipmunks
for Lucy to play with.

Why do you belong to BRAA and how long have you been a member? 
I joined BRAA in the late 1990’s and was very active. As my kids became active in
sports, art took a back seat. I rejoined in 2018, feeling the need to start creating after
my husband died.

What media do you work in? Watercolor, oil, photography, etc. In the late ‘90’s, I
worked in watercolor and ink. I love doing acrylics now, but still dabble in watercolors,
especially when plein air painting. I love making garden posts for my yard. 

How long have you been actively pursuing artistic endeavors? I started doing art in
high school and was encouraged by my late husband in 1990. He saw some of my old
work and purchased me paint and paper so I could do art again.

Do you have any work in a current show? I had a piece in the Perspective Gallery
exhibit that closed in July. There is also a piece in the current pandemic-themed show
that opened the first week in August at the Artful Lawyer in Blacksburg.

August 1 – September 30
Simply Elemental
Hahn Horticulture Garden, Virginia Tech

How to add to the loveliness of a garden? Add
art! Stop by the horticulture garden and you’ll be
delighted by the display of 28 works of art placed
throughout the grounds.

August 14 – October 2
Floyd Center for the Arts 2021 Juried Exhibition
2020 Parkway Lane S., Floyd

This exhibit features works from artists across
the country, including some of your fellow BRAA
members. The art will be displayed until October
2 in the Hayloft Gallery of the arts center. 

August 21
Heritage Day
Montgomery Museum of Art and History
Christiansburg • 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

This year’s festival will be held on the museum’s
grounds as well as downtown on East Main
Street. There will be arts and crafts, downtown
walking tours, goat yoga, and more!

August 21
Paint Historic Downtown Pulaski
Fine Arts Center for the New River Valley 
10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

Plein air artists are invited to explore and paint
scenic downtown Pulaski. Interesting
architecture, the transportation museum, train
depot, theater, and Peak Creek are just some of
the possibilities in this 18th century town.
Registration is free; sign up at www.facnrv.org or
call 540-980-7363. 

August 21–22
Taubman Museum’s 63rd Annual 
Sidewalk Art Show
Downtown Roanoke • 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

This event infuses downtown Roanoke with
energy, excitement, and creativity. Check out
works of painting, sculpture, fine art
photography, fine crafts, jewelry, watercolor 
and much more.

August 2021

ART CALENDAR A virtual chat with Alisa Colpitts

71 years  of  connecting people  through art
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Alisa Colpitts takes her elderly 
wheaten terrier, Lucy, on a stroll.
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Do you have a favorite art/other media
instructor? I have taken a few workshops
over the years. I really like Stephen
Quiller’s work. He mixes watercolors with
casein and gets wonderful results. I use his
color wheel and find his color theory great.
I enjoy going to the Studio School in
Roanoke where I study with Vera
Dickerson and Tracy Budd.

http://www.facnrv.org/


Visitors to Virginia Tech’s Hahn Gardens can once again experience the wonder and
whimsy of the annual art exhibition, Simply Elemental. BRAA sponsored a garden
award this year and President Charlotte Chan presented a $100 check to Denise
Martin for her sculpture, Heron. BRAA artists receiving honorable mentions (with gift
cards for $25 from New River Art and Fiber) included Henry Whitehurst for A Circle
of Sound and Linda Correll for A-Gourd-ius Garden. 

Other BRAA members who participated in this year’s show included Dave Angle,
Delbert Jones, Jennifer Lovejoy, Diane Relf, Robert Smith, and Rhonda Whitehurst.
Works will be displayed through September 30. Visit
https://hahngarden.vt.edu/elemental/index.html for more information.

September 10
BRAA Monthly Lunch
via Zoom
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Jessie Benson, who creates art using beeswax
and oil, will be the guest speaker. Visit
www.blacksburgart.org to log in to the
presentation.

September 27
Riley Chan Reception
Alexander Black House, Blacksburg
4:00-5:30 p.m.

Come see the display of photographs by Riley
Chan. Works will be displayed until October 3.
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Linda Correll won honorable
mention for her work, 
A-Gourd-ius Garden 

(photo credit: Linda Correll)

The BRAA-sponsored award at the 
Simply Elemental exhibit went to 

Denise Martin for “Heron.” 
(photo credit: Riley Chan)

Hurry, the 16th New River art Biennial deadline is fast approaching! 

This well-known art exhibition is being organized for 2021 by the
Fine Arts Center of the New River Valley in Pulaski. Other 
local art associations that host this show are Blacksburg Regional
Art Association (2019) and Floyd Center for the Arts (2017).

The actual exhibition will be hosted in the Tyler Gallery at Radford
University from Oct. 23 through Dec. 4, 2021.

This show is open to artists within a 150-mile radius of Pulaski,
thereby encompassing parts of Virginia, West Virginia, North
Carolina and eastern Tennessee.

More information may be found at facnrv.org/nrv-biennial-2021

Application may be made at callforentry.org. Deadline to apply is
midnight mountain time, Aug. 31.

EXHIBIT AND OTHER OPPORTUNITIES

New River Art Biennial
October 23 – December 4
Deadline: August 31

NEW MEMBERS

A hearty welcome to new BRAA members 
Shara Appanaitis, Sueellen Blanton, Natalia
Bondarenko, and Matthew Carr.

Plein Air at Stonefarm in Elk Creek 
Saturday, September 11
10 a.m. – 2 p.m. (with reception to follow)
1495 Comers Rock Road, Elk Creek, Virginia

Deadline: 2:00 p.m. on September 9

Bring your travel supplies and scope out a beautiful spot to paint for
the day. A soup and bread lunch will be provided. At the end of the
day there will be a reception, judging of the day’s work for prize
money and an opportunity to sell your “wet” paintings. Rain or
Shine! The entry fee is $25 and prizes totaling $1000 will be
awarded. The Chestnut Creek School of the Arts will collect 25% of
each sale from the “wet paintings” and asks for 25% of all other
sales during the event. This event is open to the public to come
watch artists as they paint scenes of the day as they see them and
to purchase paintings of the day.

For more information, visit https://chestnutcreekarts.org/class-
schedule/plein-air-day-at-stonefarm/ or call 276-236-3500.

https://hahngarden.vt.edu/elemental/index.html
http://www.blacksburgart.org/
http://facnrv.org/nrv-biennial-2021
http://callforentry.org/
https://chestnutcreekarts.org/class-schedule/plein-air-day-at-stonefarm/


July 15 – October 15 (unless noted
otherwise)

Pat Bevan, Brown Insurance, Blacksburg

Patricia Bolton, Shaheen Law Firm,
Blacksburg

Riley Chan, The Alexander Black House
(thru October 3)

Judy Crowgey, Main Street Inn, Blacksburg

Carole Davis, Warm Hearth Village Center,
Blacksburg

Aileen Fletcher, The Art Space @ The
Artful Lawyer, Blacksburg (thru September)

Dianne Gillis-Robinson, Blacksburg Transit

Pam Goff, First Bank & Trust,
Christiansburg 

Carol Josefiak, The Art Space @ The Artful
Lawyer, Blacksburg (thru September)

Maxine Lyons, Long and Foster Realty,
Blacksburg

Sally Mook, Zeppolis, Blacksburg

Betty Moore, Blue Ridge Cancer Care,
Blacksburg 

Mary Ratliff, The Art Space @ The Artful
Lawyer, Blacksburg (thru September)

Diane Relf, See Mark Optical, Blacksburg

Samantha Riggin, Glade Church, Blacksburg
and The Art Space @ The Artful Lawyer,
Blacksburg (thru September)

Joy Rosenthal, The Art Space @ The Artful
Lawyer, Blacksburg (thru September)

Robi Sallee, Pointe West Management,
Blacksburg

Joe Scarpaci and Gilda Machin-Scarpaci,
The Art Space @ The Artful Lawyer,
Blacksburg (thru September)

Lois Stephens, The Art Space @ The Artful
Lawyer, Blacksburg (thru September)

Sara Thompson, The Art Space @ The
Artful Lawyer, Blacksburg (thru September)
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NOW SHOWING

How has COVID impacted your usual creative practice? I have not let COVID affect my
lifestyle or creative practices. I live each day to the fullest because who knows how many
days I have left? I am practicing out of the book “The Power of NOW” by Eckhart Tolle.
Focus your attention on the NOW. Therefore, I continue to create and do as much as I
can. 

If you weren’t doing art, what would you be doing? During the summer, my time is filled
with many things. I have a big garden blooming almost year-round. This is a passion for
me following a master gardener class in 1995. The time and learning have morphed the
yard into an amazing blaze of color. Weeds keep growing and demanding my attention.
The garden has several ponds with fish and frogs, and last year I started honeybees.
Everything is always changing and expanding. A true labor of love. I look for a rainy day so
I can steal some painting time. Then I try to exercise regularly, by bicycling, paddle
boarding, yoga or hiking. I love to travel and always have a trip somewhere planned. The
next one is to Belize, for scuba diving, a hobby I started in the 1980’s and still love. Then
to Amsterdam and Italy (hopefully, will see what COVID is doing) in October. A bucket list
trip is planned to Indonesia for scuba diving in February, but it is not open yet due to
COVID. Winter always has snow skiing thrown in, as I taught skiing part time for 20 years
at Snowshoe.   

Do you have a studio? My studio is in my big garage. It is heated, has no cars, and has
tons of space for large easels, shelves and supplies. I have a great stereo for music and
boogie when I get creative.

What tip or trick do you wish you had known about when you began making art? Using
stamps and stencils to create texture has been a lot of fun. The BRAA had a great play
date to show how easy it is to create your own stamps. 

The just for fun question: If magic was real, what spell would you try to learn? I would
learn a spell to make people kind and peaceful. Our society is filled with so much hate it
disturbs me. I feel everyone should be treated equally and we should all be nice to each
other and treat everyone with respect. We would have to check our egos at the door in
order for this to happen. Kindness matters! Like John Lennon’s song, “Imagine,” with all
the people living in peace. Yes, I am a dreamer and I hope you will all join me. It will take
an enormous spell to make this happen. 

Colpitts continued

Always an active explorer, 
Alisa Colpitts hits the trail.

 

Is there anything else you would like to say
about yourself/your art? Though never
diagnosed, I am probably a little ADD. I get
distracted easily and bounce around doing
so many different things. I feel like I never
have enough hours in the day to do all my
projects or art endeavors. I randomly will re-
arrange or make a new garden or pull out an
old painting and make it new again; recycle
it. Boredom is not possible around my
house. The kitchen is the center of my
home, as I love cooking and rarely use
recipes, another creative process.
Summertime garden herbs and veggies are
always a highlight. Art abounds on canvas,
paper, in the kitchen and garden. 



Making BRAA Work —
Charlotte Chan, president

Alisa Colpitts, vice president and
workshop chair

Marvi Stine, treasurer
Sue Hossack, secretary and

web administrator
Gerri Young, past president

Ava Howard, membership chair
Charlotte Chan, community gallery committee

Teri Hoover, marketing chair
Ruth Lefko, member meeting chair

Lois Stephens, newsletter chair
Linda Correll, public art chair

Betty Moore, education/outreach chair

Page 4 -  Blacksburg Regional  Art  Association News -  August 2021

The art featured in this month’s nameplate is
“Moonlight Gallop” (left, pastel on archival
paper, 12.5x20”) by Patricia Bevan. This and
more of her work is on display at Brown
Insurance until mid-October.

https://www.blacksburgart.org/

www.facebook.com/BlacksburgArt

Send Facebook news postings to:
marketing@blacksburgart.com

Send general inquiries and announcements to
info@blacksburgart.org

 
Twitter @BlacksburgArt1

Instagram: #blacksburgartassn
Email: info@blacksburgart.org

Send news of receptions, exhibits,
awards, photos, comments, or

newsletter suggestions to
(newsletter@blacksburgart.org)
by the 15th of each month or

July 1 for June/July and
Dec. 1 for Nov./Dec. issues.

Lois Stephens, Gerri Young, 
Teri Hoover, Pat Bevan, Lisa Acciai 

newsletter editorial board
 

BRAA was well represented in the now showing Floyd
Center for the Arts’ national juried exhibition. At the
August 14 reception, member Pippi Miller was awarded
first place for her photographic quadriptych, Into the Line.
Shaun Whiteside won third place for his acrylic painting,
Obstruction, and Joanna Sunshine won honorable mention
for her fiber work, Lacy Weft. Other members who had
works accepted in the show include Shara Appanaitis,
Trenia Bell, Aileen Fletcher, Dianne Gillis-Robinson,
Pamela Goff, Blake Gore, Amy Herzel, Linda Hinson, Sidra
Kaluszka, Ruth Lefko, Cheryl Mackian, Lois Stephens,
Donald Sunshine, Sara Taylor, and Gerri Young. The
exhibit will be displayed through October 2.

KUDOS AND OTHER TIDBITS

Pippi Miller received the first place award at the national juried exhibition at the Floyd Center for the Arts.
Presenting were the juror and judge, Z.L. Feng, and Becky Lattuca, executive director of the center.
 (photo credit Charlotte Chan) 

Several BRAA members won awards during the Bath County Annual Art Show in July.
Patricia Carr won first place in the mixed media category for Agate Series #4, Lapis. Marie
Collier was awarded second place in the drawing and pastel category for Where Fish Tales
are Born and Jennifer Lovejoy won third place in the sculpture category for Rabbit. An
honorable mention went to Michele Walter for her mixed media work, entitled Really??

Patricia Carr also won an award of merit for her work, Expressions, at the Piedmont Art
Association’s exhibit in Martinsville.

Member Paula Golden was the juror and judge for the Second Biennial Fiber Arts National
Juried Exhibition at the Bower Center for the Arts in Bedford. Awards of merit were
presented on July 16 to BRAA members Patricia Carr for Scattered #2 and Joanna
Sunshine for Harvest.

Robi Sallee’s mixed media piece, Twenty-four/seven was accepted in the Flagler County
(Florida) Art League’s juried exhibit, “On a High Note.” The online show is featured on their
website (www.flaglercountyartleague.org) from July 25 – September 28. 

“You can’t use up creativity. 

The more you use, the more you have.” 

~ Maya Angelou
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