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n Upcoming 

May 24 and June 7
Live Model Drawing
The Artful Place, A Fine Art Studio • 6–8 p.m.

The model, easels and drawing boards 
are provided and the cost is $10. 
Reserve your spot by emailing 
diana@creekmorelaw.com. 

May 30–31
Taubman Museum of Art’s Annual 
Sidewalk Art Show
Downtown Roanoke  •  10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Join thousands of visitors who attend 
this juried show in the downtown 
streets near the Taubman Museum.

June 4
Opening Reception for Tangled, Wanderings, 
and Unleashed Exhibits
Moss Arts Center, Virginia Tech  •  6–8 p.m.
The Wanderings exhibit features works 
by BRAA members Charlotte Chan, 
Marie Collier, and Betty Moore. Displayed 
through August 8.

June 5
Donald and Joanna Sunshine Reception
Perspective Gallery, Squires, Virginia Tech  •  
5–7 p.m.
This exhibit of watercolors and fiber 
pieces is entitled “Impressions” and will 
be on display through August 8.

June 5
Art Walk and Scavenger Hunt
Downtown Blacksburg  •  5–7 p.m.
Meet the artists, enjoy refreshments, 
and hunt for prizes at participating 
downtown galleries.

July 15
Whet Your Palette Reception
The Artful Lawyer, Blacksburg  •  5:30  p.m.
This exhibit focuses on abstracts and 
will be displayed until October 7.

July 16
BRAA Annual Theme Exhibition Reception
VTLS, 1701 Kraft Drive, Blacksburg  •  5–7  p.m.
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Successful events make for a happy 
spring for BRAA
By Gerri Young

Two recent events proved to be rewarding adventures for BRAA.

BRAA Event Week

The Event Week at the Center for the Arts culminated with 130 people attending 
the five events.
 
The two speakers of the week were Betsy White, art historian, and P. Buckley 
Moss, artist. While the Moss presentation attracted the largest audience, both 
speakers brought an interesting perspective regarding their specialty.  
 
White spoke on decorative arts of southwest Virginia, telling of her quest to find 
hidden treasures tucked away in the homes and back porches of Appalachia. 
Very special quilts, pottery and handmade furniture surfaced during this hunt 
and often came with the family stories surrounding the decades-old pieces.
 
Moss, one of America’s most famous and successful artists, entertained with 
stories of her life and art, telling of going from a dyslexic child who couldn’t read 
to the head of her family-run, multi-million dollar art business showcasing her 
own creations.
 

Two workshops were included 
in the week.  

BRAA member Danie Janov 
taught two sessions of a color 
class which brought a room 
full of adults into the some-
what child-like process of cut 
and paste in order to study 
color concepts like vibration 
and the color wheel.

news

Darcy Meeker 
(above, seated) 
instructs students 
during her metal 
working class.

P. Buckley Moss 
(right) discusses 
her art and life 
experiences.
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Come see artists’ interpretations of this 
year’s theme:  Our Backyard.

July 18
Art at the Market
Downtown Blacksburg  •  9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Come visit the farmers’ market on 
Draper Road and cross the street to 
shop for art!

August 7–9
Z. L. Feng Watercolor Workshop
Warm Hearth Village, Blacksburg

Intermediate level and above water-
colorists won’t want to miss this work-
shop by this internationally acclaimed 
artist! Portrait and landscapes will be 
covered. Visit www.blacksburgart.org for 
more information and addition to the 
wait list (class is currently full). 

August 22
Heritage Day
Montgomery Museum, 300 S. Pepper St., 
Christiansburg

Don’t miss this day of fun activities for 
the whole family. Plein air painters are 
invited to set up to record the day and 
be part of the fun. Contact Sue Farrar for 
more information at 540-382-5644.

September 11–13
Plein Air Crush
Chateau Morrisette • Floyd

Join fellow national and regional painters
for a weekend of plein air painting. The 
fun includes a welcoming reception, 
Farm to Table dinner, and quick draw 
competition and sale. For more 
information, visit the events page 
at www.thedogs.com or email 
jolisart@yahoo.com.

September 19
Art on the Lawn
Courthouse Lawn, Pearisburg  • 
10 a.m. – 4  p.m.

This 10th annual juried fine arts show has 
been named one of the top three art 
events in southwestern Virginia for four 
years in a row.

September 24
Jordi Calvera Reception
Holtzman Alumni Center, Virginia Tech • 5 p.m.

This opening reception is for Jordi 
Calvera’s art that will be on display until 
mid-January.

Upcoming continued from page 1 Successful events  continued from page 1
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Darcy Meeker’s two-day metal workshop was such fun and presented a greater 
understanding of what pewter, aluminum and copper are like to work with.  It 
also brought strange looks from passers by when the class was outside the 
Turner Street entrance using a hot plate to bring color to the sheets of copper!
 
The largest attendance came for the photographer’s forum on Sunday. Over 30 
people showed up despite rain to hear the six veteran photographers discuss 
their methods and equipment.
 
The final day drew another good-sized group for the presentation by well-known 
P. Buckley Moss, owner of the new Moss Gallery in Blacksburg and generous 
benefactor to the Center for the Arts at Virginia Tech turned Moss Center.  Moss 
gave listeners a glimpse into her life and art and provided lots of laughs.
 
Of special note regarding this first BRAA event week at the Center for the Arts 
must include a heartfelt thanks to the staff.  From the time the offer was made 
until the final event day, the staff could not have been more responsive to our 
needs.  Whether it was moving tables and chairs, hooking up technical equip-
ment, putting up posters or figuring out where to put our hotplate for the metal 
class, the staff was extremely quick to help in every way.  A big thanks to Margo 
Crutchfield, curator, her interns and the facilities people for making this event a 
great success.

Newport Community Day

BRAA member 
Ava Howard 
was the coor-
dinator of all 
things Newport 
for the May 2 
event at the 
Newport Rec-
reation Center 
on Route 42. 
About 100 
pieces of art 
were exhibited 
by Giles Arts 
Council and 
BRAA members. 
BRAA artists 
Jeanette
Carpenter and 
Sally Mook took
 first and second place respectively in the judging by Halide Salam, art professor 
at Radford University.
 
The event featured beautiful weather and an enthusiastic crowd for the art, 
music, and food-filled day. A big thanks to Ava and all the volunteers who came 
out to make this happen in the wonderful old high school. n

Jennifer Carpenter poses with her winning entry at the  May 2 Newport Community 
Celebration.

Interested in writing newsletter feature stories?
Spend time interviewing your fascinating fellow artists and gain publication 
experience! How-to articles or reflections about your workshop or other art 
experiences are also encouraged. Contact Gerri at younggerri@gmail.com or Lois at 
stephens1@pemtel.net for more information.
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n Now Showing

April 15 – July 15
(except where indicated otherwise)

Jeanette Bowker, Pointe West 
Management, Blacksburg

Jennifer Carpenter, Blue Ridge 
Cancer Care, Blacksburg

Marie Collier, Zeppoli’s, Blacksburg 

Pam Congrove, Virginia Tech 
Women’s Center, Blacksburg

Vera Dickerson, The Century Gallery, 
Williamsburg (May 4 – June 5)

Francis Frederick, ICTAS, Virginia 
Tech Campus (until  mid-Nov.) 

Paula Golden, Virginia Tech Carilion 
School of Medicine, Roanoke (until 
early July) 

Susan Hensley, Virginia Tech Carilion 
School of Medicine, Roanoke (until 
early July) 

Teri Hoover, Brown Insurance, 
Blacksburg 

Betty Moore, Mill Mountain Coffee 
and Tea, Blacksburg

Nancy Norton, Peggy Lee Hahn 
Garden Pavilion, Hahn Horticulture 
Garden, Virginia Tech (through May) 

Martha Olsen, Holtzman Alumni 
Center gallery, Virginia Tech campus

Melissa Philen, See Mark Optical,  
Blacksburg 

Joy Rosenthal, ICTAS, Virginia Tech 
Campus (until mid-Nov.) 

Karen Sewell, VTLS, Corporate 
Research Center, Blacksburg

Donald and Joanna Sunshine, 
Perspective Gallery, Squires, Virginia 
Tech campus (until Aug. 9)

Tom Wilkinson, Unitarian Uni-
versalist Congregation, Blacksburg

n Kudos
Three BRAA members’ works were 
awarded at the 36th Annual Virginia 
Watercolor Society Juried Exhibition in 
Harrisonburg. Charlotte Chan, Vera 
Dickerson and Robin Poteet were 
among the 25 winners whose paintings 
were selected by Juror Mark Mehaffey. 
The exhibition will be displayed 
through late June. 

Jennifer Carpenter’s drawing, “End of 
Time Flies,” has been accepted into the 
23rd International Juried Colored Pencil 
Exhibition to be held this summer in 
Atlanta, Georgia.

The Lynchburg Art Club’s national 
juried art exhibition “Water Ways” 
featured three works by BRAA member 
Shaun Whiteside. He was awarded 
Best in Show for his painting, “Fall” by 
juror Barbara Crawford.

Congratulations to all!

“Art is partly 
communication, 
but only partly. The
rest is discovery.”     
   ~ William Golding

Only a brave plein air 
painter works with 
acrylic while wearing 
white!  Ava Howard 
has a great time 
painting at the 
beautiful home of 
BRAA member Leslie 
Gregg on Catawba 
Road in Blacksburg. 
The next excursion is 
to The Oaks Bed and 
Breakfast on June 14, 
11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Please email 
rleftko2@gmail.com
if you plan to attend.

Twelve pastel portraits by Leslie Gregg are on display 
at the Alexander Black House and Cultural Center 
through May 30. The series was created in collabora-
tion with author Michael Abraham and the resulting 
book features contemporary Appalachian people 
who are keeping the advocations and occupations of 
their parents and grandparents alive.

plein air

More Plein Air Opportunities!
First Sunday Jazz Series
Plein air artists are invited to come to 
Chateau Morrisette the first Sunday 
afternoon of each month to paint 
around the winery complex. There is no 
fee to show up and paint among the 
visitors, sights, and sounds.

New River Valley Garden Tours
July 11 • 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
BRAA artists are welcomed to paint in 
any of the seven gardens featured in 
this year’s tour. The event is sponsored 
by the NRV Master Gardeners’ Associa-
tion. For more information, contact 
Delbert Jones at dejones@vt.edu.
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Send Facebook news postings to:
Gerri Young at 

younggerri@googlemail.com 
or Teri Hoover

at crystalirisphotos@gmail.com

Twitter @BlacksburgArt1

www.facebook.com/BlacksburgArt

BRAA Officers
Gerri Young, president

Charlotte Chan, co-vice president
Teri Hoover, co-vice president

Jeanette Bowker, treasurer
Pat Bevan, secretary

Nancy Norton, membership
Robi Sallee, past president

http://www.blacksburgart.org/

Send news, photos, comments, or 
newsletter suggestions to Lois Stephens 

(stephens1@pemtel.net)

Thanks to Mish Mish for providing printed 
versions of this newsletter. 

Please support our local art supply store!

	  

The art featured in this month’s nameplate is 
“Climbing on the Red Caboose” (left, oil on panel, 
16x20”) by Melissa Philen. This and more of her 
work can be viewed at See Mark Optical in 
Blacksburg until mid-July.

n Other Opportunities

Bicycle-Themed Art Sought
The Town of Christiansburg is seeking 
public art submissions for bicycle-relat-
ed art to be displayed near bicycle rack 
locations throughout the town. Prizes 
of $500, $300, and $200 will be award-
ed to the top three submissions. The 
deadline is June 29. For more informa-
tion, visit www.christiansburg.org.

n Exhibit Opportunities

Central Virginia Watercolor Guild
McGuffey Arts Center • Charlottesville
The guild is seeking water media 
entries for their 24th annual show in 
September. The entry deadline is June 6.
For more information, contact Pam 
Roland at pamroland@gmail.com.

Black Dog Arts Festival
July 11 • 12 noon – 6 p.m.
Chateau Morrisette  •  Floyd
This day is filled with wine tastings, art-
work, and music, and attracts art and 
wine lovers from across Virginia and 
North Carolina. For more information 
and the application form, email 
struslow@thedogs.com.

BRAA Annual Theme Exhibition
July 15 – October 15
VTLS, 1701 Kraft Drive •  Blacksburg
This year’s theme of “Our Backyard” is 
open for wide interpretation! The first 
50 pieces entered will be accepted 
and the fee is $5 per piece (max of two 
works). The deadline for entry is July 1.
For more information, contact 
robisallee@gmail.com.

Art at the Market
July 18 • 9 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Downtown Blacksburg
Artists are invited to sell their work at 
this popular annual event. The $35 
entry fee includes breakfast. Applica-
tion deadline is July 1. For more infor-
mation, visit the art at the market page 
at http://downtownblacksburg.com.

Heritage Day
August 22 •  Montgomery Museum • 
Christiansburg
There are several ways for artists to be 
involved in this year’s event. Come and 
paint plein air, sell your art, help with 
activities for children, or donate to the 
silent auction. To be a part of this day, 
contact Sue Farrar at 540-382-5644.

Jax’s Annual Juried Show
July 31 – September 26 •  
Jacksonville Center for the Arts • Floyd
This year’s exhibit brings a top prize of 
$500 with other cash prizes and honor-
able mentions. The $40 application 
fee and entry is due June 15. For more 

information visit jacksonvillecenter.org or 
apply at CallForEntry.org.

Art on the Lawn
September 19 •  Courthouse Lawn • 
Pearisburg
Be a part of the 10th annual juried fine 
arts show that has been named one of 
the top three art events in southwest-
ern Virginia for four years in a row. 
For more information, visit 
www.gilesartscouncil.org or email 
artonthelawn@msn.com.

Artists-In-Residence Program
Chateau Morrisette  •  Floyd
Chateau Morrisette’s walls of the 
winery’s restaurant will be available 
to featured artists for three month 
periods. A welcoming reception will be 
provided as well as opportunities for 
demos and participation in weekend 
events at the winery. For more informa-
tion, contact jolisart@yahoo.com. 


