
n Art Calendar
August 17
Opening Reception and Gala 
Floyd Center for the Arts, 220 Parkway Lane 
South, Floyd  •  6–9 p.m. 
The Hayloft Gallery will host a curated 
exhibit from the Plein Air Biennial week’s 
work. Visitors can also enjoy a special exhibit 
of the Friday Night Quick Draw Competition 
from downtown Floyd in the Center’s Com-
munity Room. Featured in the Falcon Gallery 
will be “Journeys and Changing Perspectives,” 
Oil Paintings by Cheryl Mackian. The exhibits 
in the Hayloft Gallery and in the Falcon Gal-
lery will remain on display through Saturday, 
October 5. The pop-up exhibit of Quick 
Draw paintings in the Community Room will 
be on display for this one night only.

September 4 and October 2
Art Parties
The Artful Lawyer, 318 N. Main St., 
Blacksburg  •  7–9:30 p.m. 
On Sept. 4, participants will learn more 
about abstract expressionist Mark Rothko 
and practice his technique in oil pastels. 
Salvador Dali will be the theme of the Oct. 2 
event. Cost is $30 including supplies. Regis-
ter at https://artfullawyergallery.org/events/.

September 8 and September 22
Figure Drawing
The Artful Lawyer, 318 N. Main St., 
Blacksburg  •  6:30–8:30 p.m. 
Come paint with live models! Tickets close 
on the Friday before each session and the 
cost is $10. Boards and easels provided; 
artists need to bring their own drawing sup-
plies. For more information and registration, 
visit https://artfullawyergallery.org/events/.

September 13 and October 11
BRAA Monthly Lunch and Art Spot
Bull and Bones,  First and Main, Blacksburg  •  
11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
Join your fellow members for lunch, hear the 
featured speaker’s Art Spot, and share news 
about the latest art happenings. 

September 27–29
Yupo Workshop
Warm Hearth Village Center, Blacksburg  
Popular water media artist Jesi Pace- 
Berkeley will lead this workshop on how to 
create exciting effects on Yupo paper. 
See more information on page 3 or 
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The art of Cuba
by Gerri Young

The April/May trip to Cuba with Joe Scarpaci began as a dream of mine to share with 
other BRAA members. On departure day only four of the final travelers were from BRAA. 
However, the art theme for the itinerary never wavered and art was certainly what we got.
 
Little did we know during the planning stages that our dates, April 26 – May 3, would put 
us there in the thick of the 13th Havana Bienal (biennial) featuring 300 artists all over the 
island. We found many small galleries as we strolled through old Havana and later Matan-
zas. We drove by large outdoor installations from a giant orange giraffe to magnificent 
light installations on the waterfront. We had a pre-arranged English-language docent tour 
through sections of the enormous and beautiful National Museum of Fine Art with Dr. Luz 
Merino of the Instituto de Diseño Industrial in Havana. 

There was 
never a day 
without 
being 
exposed 
to art. 
 
What made 
this trip 
extra special 
were the 
visits to 
private 
home 
galleries 
of several 
artists Joe 
personally
knew. I am 
sure no 
other 

“docent” could 
have gotten us entry to these incredible locations. 

Our first stop was the home/gallery/workshop of Remberto Ramirez, a sculptor, painter 
and silversmith (www.remberamirez.com). As with all the homes we entered, the artist’s 
work was apparent from the moment we stepped inside. We walked through the small 
house to the garden and his workshop. 

High walls surrounded us. Vines and flowers hung overhead.  The small, organized space 
was maxed to the fullest for storage both on the patio and in his workshop.  The only 
thing seeming out of place was a fishing pole stored on the front edge of a workshop 
shelf. Fishing is popular and necessary along the beautiful eight-mile seawall. A tiny, 
modern washing machine was tucked into a corner.

Remberto’s animated discussion of his art was translated by Joe. We were handed intri-
cate pieces of handcrafted silver jewelry to examine. One of our travelers bought a piece. 
Remberto answered questions about his artwork, how he got materials, where his ideas 
come from, and the challenges of living in Cuba. In one room of their house hung a large 
American flag.

Old meets new as these young musicians play in a beautiful, but faded, plaza.  
A modern day camera man records the event.
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Sticky Note
Unless something has changed, I have rarely seen anyone paint.  It is certainly allowed, but in general it is all sketching...pencil, ink, charcoal media
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From there we travelled a short distance to the home of curator Victor Manuel Quijano, a 
man who spoke rapid-fire English. As a curator of other people’s art, his home contained 
hundreds of canvases. A large quantity was stored in a space shared by their tiny kitchen 
and what appeared to be their business desk. (Only one home we entered had a lot of 
space.) This Vedado neighborhood was filled with small homes, some well maintained, 
some neglected. All had tall chain link fences, locked gates, beautiful greenery and exotic 
plants around them. 

I never felt unsafe in Cuba. 
Why all the fences and locks? 

“Burglars,” said Joe.

Much of the art we saw was 
dark or anguished, perhaps a 
sign of years of turmoil under 
Communist rule.  One piece I 
remember well in the curator’s 
home was about three feet 
square and covered in hun-
dreds of fairly large nails and 
gray paint.  It was so dark and 
hard-edged that I could only 
wonder who would buy it.
 
Finished at Victor’s place, we 
said goodbye at the locked 
gate and walked across the 
street to one of the most 
beautiful home restaurants of 
our trip, L’Atelier.  We enjoyed 
the view from the rooftop 
restaurant and its fascinating 
hanging sculpture featuring 
old manual typewriters.

The next day, we visited the 
most incredible artist of our trip.  
Estereo Segura’s home/studio is 
in El Cerro, a borough of Havana once considered high class but now, according to 
Wikipedia, one of the poorest areas of the city. Estereo is considered the second most 
successful artist in Cuba and it only took seconds to understand why.
 
His success enabled him to purchase the hacienda style home from its original owners 
and rehabilitate the old structure. Once a larger summer home, lots had been sold off 
over the last century. It provided more than ample space for his large works, offered a 
heavily-fruited mango tree in the center, and allowed him to host two other artists. He 
spoke excellent English and had studied art in both Cuba and Europe. His unique busi-
ness card says you can get his work at www.esteriostudio.com, but I have never been able 
to get the link to work. Something political going on here? His work is a large mix of 3D 
and 2D pieces, fascinating and imaginative, many with a political bent, and at least one 
creation was quite controversial.
 
Esterio’s visiting artists work in 2D painting and in recycled and functional metal creations 
including a small helicopter on the front lawn of the house. As the artist sat in the pilot’s 
seat and started the blades turning, several young boys ran to the fence to watch.
 
Our third day on the island was a busy one. We did a fascinating walking tour of old town 
Havana with Joe narrating into our portable headsets and toured the splendor of the 
National Museum of Fine Arts, founded in 1913 and containing Cuban art from colonial 
times to contemporary. In this modern museum, we were treated to a large piece by 
Esterio, confirming that visiting his personal space was, indeed, a real honor. Former 
curator of the museum, Luz Merino, PhD, was our excellent tour guide.
 

contact charlotteychan@gmail.com to 
express your interest in attending.

October 5
Art Walk
Downtown Blacksburg  •  5–8 p.m.  
Don’t miss this self-guided tour of the 
downtown art galleries. Meet the artists 
at participating locations and enjoy light 
refreshments. 

October 12
Meet the Artists’ Reception
Floyd Center for the Arts, 220 Parkway Lane 
South, Floyd  •  5–7 p.m.  
This annual exhibit of new works by area 
artists features a variety of media and 
subjects.  The exhibit will be displayed until 
November 30. 

October 16
Reception, Fiber Exhibit
The Artful Lawyer, 318 N. Main St., Blacks-
burg  •  5:30 p.m.  
Come check out the latest Whet Your Palette 
exhibit where artists creatively express 
themselves through their fiber work. The 
exhibit will be displayed until December 18.

October 25–27
Blue Ridge Potters Guild Show and Sale
Patrick Henry High School, Roanoke  •  Friday, 
6:30–9 p.m., Saturday, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m., 
Sunday, 12 noon – 4 p.m.
This 20th annual show and sale is the largest 
all-pottery show in Virginia and features 
a wide range of work. More than 70 guild 
members will display and sell their works. 
For more information, visit 
https://www.blueridgepotters.com/.

October 26–27
Botetourt Open Studios
Botetourt County  •  Saturday, 10 a.m. – 5 
p.m. and Sunday, 11 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Visit scenic Botetourt County and 14 artists 
who will be offering their work and sharing 
their creativity in 11 unique artists’ studios. 
This free, self-guided driving tour of working 
artists’ studios is your chance to discover 
and collect finished works directly from the 
artists and possibly catch inpromptu dem-
onstrations of the tools and techniques used 
to create them.  For more information, visit 
https://openstudiosbotetourt.com/.

November 9
Art Blast
The Studio School, Towers Mall, Roanoke  •  
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.  
Come check out this sale of portfolio art and 
small works. See Exhibit Opportunities on 
page 4 to find out how to become a part of 
this event. For more information, email
vera.dickerson@gmail.com.

Our apartments were on this tiny street in Old Town Havana. These 
two workmen were waiting on the wall outside our door every day.

continued on page 4



n Now Showing
July 15 – October 15
(except where indicated otherwise)

Dave Angle, Virginia Tech Women’s 
Center

Patricia Bevan, Shaheen Law Firm, 
Blacksburg

Patricia Bolton, Brown Insurance, 
Blacksburg

Charlotte Chan, The Haga Law Firm, 
Christiansburg

Charlotte Chan, Zeppoli’s, Blacksburg

Riley Chan, Blue Ridge Cancer Care, 
Blacksburg

Marie Collier, Bluefield College, 
Bluefield, Virginia (May–August) and 
Warm Hearth Village Center, Blacksburg 
(July thru August)

Paula Golden, Pointe West Manage-
ment, Blacksburg

Teri Hoover, First Bank & Trust, 
Christiansburg

Ava Howard, Main Street Inn, 
Blacksburg

Ruth Lefko, American National Bank 
(formerly HomeTown Bank), 
Christiansburg

Sally Mook, The Artful Lawyer BRAA 
Gallery, Blacksburg

Betty Moore, Long and Foster,
Blacksburg

Nancy Norton, See Mark Optical, 
Blacksburg

David Pearce, Blacksburg Transit 

Diane Relf, Virginia Tech Women’s 
Center

Karen Sewell, Glade Church, Blacksburg
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“The artist is a receptacle 
for emotions that come 
from all over the place: 
from the sky, from the 
earth, from a scrap of 
paper, from a passing 
shape, from a spider’s web.”
  ~ Pablo Picasso

BRAA members painted these lively posts, Pillars in the Allee, which were planted throughout the Hahn Garden for Simply 
Elemental 2019. Installations by other members can also be found throughout the garden. Works will be displayed until the end 
of September; be sure to take a stroll before then!

Simply Elemental 2019

coming soon ... 

Painting with watercolor/
acrylic on Yupo Paper
       with 
       Jesi Pace-Berkeley
       September 27-29 
       9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Warm Hearth Village Center
2387 Warm Hearth Dr., Blacksburg

This workshop focuses on exploring the 
wonders of Yupo paper, a non-tradition-
al surface (plasticine). Participants will 
use watercolor or acrylic on Yupo paper 
to paint both “positively” (wet into wet, 
wet on dry, imprinting, etc.) as well as 

“negatively” (lifting, scraping out, resist, 
etc). The paper lends itself to represen-
tational, abstract and non-objective 
subject matter.

Jesi Pace-Berkeley’s big, bold and 
dramatic signature style has garnered 
many awards. After teaching art for 
many years at Blacksburg High School, 
she now teaches locally and abroad.

Registration opens Aug. 20. For more 
information, contact Charlotte Chan at 
charlotteychan@gmail.com.

n Kudos
The following BRAA members received 
awards at the 2019 Bath County Art Show 
in July:  Marie Collier for “Candy Moun-
tain,” best 
abstract, 
any medium; 
Michele 
Walter for 

“What’s Up,” 
second 
place, 
watercolor; 
and Jennifer
Lovejoy for 

“Companion,” 
honorable mention.

Jesi Pace-Berkeley won the People’s 
Choice award at the New River Art Juried 
Biennial at the Moss Center for her water-
color, “Misunderstanding.”  This painting 
also received The First Award of Excellence. 

Pat Bevan was awarded second place in 
the United States Dressage Federation 
2019 Art Contest – Adult Category for “The 
Lusitano’s Power,” a 24 x 18” pastel paint-
ing. Along with other winners, her work 
will be featured in the 2019 Yearbook 
issue of “USDF Connection” magazine and 
on the USDF website.

“What’s Up” by Michele Walter



Send Facebook news postings to:
Gerri Young at 

younggerri@googlemail.com 
or Teri Hoover

at crystalirisphotos@gmail.com

Twitter @BlacksburgArt1

www.facebook.com/BlacksburgArt

BRAA Officers
Gerri Young, past president

Charlotte Chan, co-vice president
Vacant, co-vice president

Jeanette Bowker, treasurer
Pat Bevan, secretary

Rafael Bedia, membership
Robi Sallee, past president

http://www.blacksburgart.org/

Send news of receptions, exhibits, 
awards, photos, comments, or 

newsletter suggestions to 
Lois Stephens 

(loisstephens56@gmail.com)

	  

The art featured in this month’s nameplate is “Hibiscus” 
(left, watercolor, 9 x 12”) by Betty Moore. This and 
more of her work can be viewed at Long and Foster 
in Blacksburg through mid-October.
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Newsletter Editorial Board
Lois Stephens, loisstephens56@gmail.com
Gerri Young, younggerri@googlemail.com

Pat Bevan, patriciabevan@mac.com 
Teri Hoover, crystalirisphotos@gmail.com

n Exhibit and other 
     opportunities

Call for Artists — New Work 
Exhibit
October 12 – November 30  •  Floyd Center 
for the Arts, 220 Parkway Lane South, 
Floyd

This yearly exhibit is a continuing reflection 
of the artistic growth within our community. 
All media welcome. Artwork must have been 
created within the last year and not previ-
ously shown at the Center.  The application 
fee is $25 for members, $35 for non-mem-
bers and the entry deadline is September 
13. Accepted work must be delivered to the 
Center on Monday, October 7 or Tuesday, 
October 8. A 30% commission for members 
and 40% for non-members will be charged 
for all sales by the gallery. A reception will 
be held on October 12, 5–7 p.m. Work must 
be retrieved on December 1 or 2. For more 
information and entry application, visit
https://www.floydartcenter.org.

Fiber Art Exhibition
October 15 – December 18  •  The Artful 
Lawyer, A Fine Gallery Inc, 318 N. Main 
Street, Blacksburg

The application deadline for this Whet Your 
Palette exhibit is September 13. For more 
information, visit www.artfullawyergallery.org 
or email diana@creekmorelaw.com.

Art Blast
November 9  •  The Studio School, Towers 
Mall, Roanoke

Artists are invited to participate in this show 
and sale of portfolio art and small works. The 
fee is $45 for studio school artists (since Oct. 
2017) and $75 for non-studio school artists. 
Participants receive a 6’ sq. space for one 3’ 
flat portfolio holder, a chair, and a card table, 
as desired.  The deadline to enter is October 
10. For more information, contact Vera Dick-
erson at vera.dickerson@gmail.com.

The next morning, we headed east out of 
Havana to the city of Matanzas. This hour-
long drive let us see the changing country 
side and witness the many challenging 
variations of transport average Cubans 
use to get around. The various trucks and 
buses did the job but certainly not in 
comfort. The fancy old American car taxis 
famous in Havana city did not often 
appear in the countryside. Hitchhikers 
solicit rides by waving both the more 
valuable CUC currency (premium) as well 
as the less alluring national peso (worth 
95% less than CUCs).
 
Matanzas was a much smaller, pictur-
esque town on the water. Our first stop 
was a wonderful artisan bookstore where 
a small group of people created beauti-
ful books from scratch while sitting in an 
old open-air building that fronted a canal 
and plaza. Cubans call Matanzas both the 
Athens of Cuba (for its culture) and the 
Venice of Cuba (for its canals). I parted 
with $60 American dollars to purchase 
a unique book about heritage. Nearby 
were two wonderful galleries and a giant 
metal giraffe in fluorescent orange. While 
I admired that, a nearly blind street kitten 
wrapped itself around my ankles. While 
we did see a fair number of street cats 
and dogs in both Matanzas and Havana, 
most of them seemed in decent health. 
We never saw an abundance of droppings 
from them. While the two cities were very 
old and obviously in need of care, we did 
not see much in the way of trash or smell 
bad odors. 

There was always beauty to be found 
among the faded facades.  n

Cuba continued from page 2

Studio for rent
Need more space for your creative work?
A small artist’s studio is now available on the 
second floor of the Newport Community 
Center, located on Rt. 42 and less than a 
15-minute drive from downtown Blacksburg. 
For a tour or more information about this 
quaint space and historic building, contact 
Larry Greene at 540-599-7248.




