
 

 

WATERCOLOR WORKSHOP with 
KeikoTanabe features studio and 
plein air painting (weather permitting) 

Sponsored by the Blacksburg Regional Art Association 

 
Oct. 17-21, 2020 - 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
$475 BRAA members, $525 non-members 

 
The Moose Lodge, Christiansburg 
115 Farmview Road NW, Christiansburg, Va. 24073 
Google Maps Link: https://goo.gl/maps/8eRsqJYMFyoKwjWV6 
 

The instructor:  Mostly self-taught, Keiko began her professional art career in 

2005 and has exhibited extensively in the U.S., Asia and Europe. Since 2011, she has 
completed over 230 workshops and numerous live demonstrations around the 
world. She lives in San Diego, California. You may read her complete biography, see 
her artworks and find information on this workshop at ktanabefineart.com 

The workshop:  This workshop is designed for those who would like to make a watercolor painting that is 

strong in composition and full of light and atmosphere. Keiko demonstrates how she interprets and simplifies 
the scene to capture the essence of the subject that conveys a certain mood. The process of simplification 
begins with visualization. In representational art, this ability to see the end result of a painting, through the 
mind’s eye, is instrumental in realizing an artist’s vision. Through complete, step-by-step demonstrations, 
Keiko will explain her methods and techniques to reveal her philosophy behind it.  Subject matters may 
include landscape, cityscape, waterscape, interior and figures. The introduction focuses on the fundamentals 
including getting to know our materials and seeing things with an artist’s eye. The areas covered in this 
workshop include: a preliminary drawing and composition, a variety of watercolor techniques in paint 
application and brush handling, what makes a good design, understanding of relationship of dark and light 
values, planning vs. intuition, and how to edit complex visual information. There will be demonstrations, 
plenty of one-on-one guidance and a question-and-answer session on a daily basis. A class critique may be 
conducted at the end. Weather permitting, there will be plein air painting time. Locations to be determined. 

Max of 20 students, one per table. Masks required, gloves if you 
handle anything belonging to other artists.  This 5,500 square-foot room provides plenty of space for social 
distancing. Special accommodations – This facility is one level, easy access. Parking is plentiful. Lunch is on 
your own, brown bag or several restaurants available nearby. 
 

Click here to register  https://www.blacksburgart.org/workshops 

For info/assistance:  workshops@blacksburgart.org or phone 540-392-9888 
See next page if you cannot register online…registering online instantly reserves your place (for the first 20 
students) A wait list will be kept. No refunds after Sept. 17 unless we can fill from wait list.  
BRAA member $475. Non-member $525. Payment may be made in two parts. More info online.  $50 
administrative fee for changes/cancellations. 
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Supply list from Keiko Tanabe 

 
*This is a general list.  Some items below may not be for the workshop you’ve signed up for.  You don’t usually need an easel if a 

workshop is conducted in the studio, for example. 

 

- Paints: professional quality brands (such as Sennelier, Winsor & Newton, Holbein, Daniel Smith).  My basic palette consists of 

cobalt blue, pthalo blue, alizarin crimson, orange, cadmium red, burnt sienna, raw sienna, quinacridone gold, lemon yellow, Dioxazine 

purple, cobalt turquoise.  I may also use burnt umber, viridian, lavender, titanium white, cerulean blue.  You may bring your own 

favorites, too.  Include one color suitable for a monochromatic painting such as neutral tint, sepia, payne’s gray. 

 

- Palette: any kind.  Plenty of mixing areas will be useful. 

 

- Brushes: Large brushes for a wash such as Raphael Softaqua (#6 or 8), Isabey natural hair mop (#8) and Escoda Ultimo (#18 or 20).  

Medium-sized rounds (#12) such as Raphael Kolinsky 8494 and Escoda Ultimo or Versatil.  Brushes for details such as Raphael 

Precision and Escoda Perla (up to #14).  Other brushes useful: liner, rigger, dagger, flat (hake), etc. 

 

- Paper: rough or cold-pressed; 140Lb (300gm) or heavier; professional quality such as Fabriano Artistico, Arches and 

Saunders/Waterford.  Please, no student grade paper. 

 

- Paper Size: For my demos I use 14”x20” (36x51 cm) or half-sheet (15”x22”).  In an outdoor workshop, a smaller size (12”x16” for 

example) may be more practical especially for quick studies. 

 

- Others (required): Drawing board, gatorboard, foam core or anything that supports paper (If you use a block, this will not be 

necessary.), masking tape, clips, or staplers to secure paper to the board, Pencil (2B - 6B) & eraser, sketchbook or drawing pad for 

thumbnail sketches and small studies, container for washing brushes, towels or sponge. 

 

- Others (optional):  table-top or foldable easel, masking fluid, salt, atomizer, tissue, color chart, viewfinder, value finder, ruler, 

hairdryer; portable chair, umbrella, sunscreen, bug spray, etc. that you think might be useful. 

 

Especially for a plein-air workshop, please keep everything portable and light-weight, and do practice carrying everything, setting up 

and packing up your gear.   

 

(For a plein-air workshop) Lightweight easel.  If you’re considering a new purchase, here’s what I recommend: 

http://www.enpleinairpro.com/ (Get 10% discount on complete packages for any purchase of $150 or more.  Use code KEIKO10). 

 

If you would like to purchase a basic painting/drawing set, here’s a link https://www.judsonsart.com/collections/richeson-instructor-

sets/products/keiko-tanabe-watercolor-workshop-kit (This is not everything so you still need to add other items on this list) 

 

 

If you prefer to use snail mail, write a check to Blacksburg Regional Art Association with Keiko Tanabe workshop in the memo 

line and mail to the address below along with this form.  Be advised the delay in mailing could affect your chances to get registered.  

Only 20 spaces. We recommend online registration which also gives you a chance to pay by check instead of electronic payment. 

 

Blacksburg Regional Art Association                          PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

PO Box 525 

Blacksburg, VA 24063 

 

Name______________________________________________Member_________Non-member_________Please circle one 

 

Address_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone_________________________   Email address ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Member: pay half at $235.  Pay Full at $475.  (If you pay half now, $240 is due NLT September 17. CIRCLE YOUR CHOICE. 
 

Non-member pay half at $260.  Pay full at $525.  (If you pay half now, $265 is due NLT September 17.  CIRCLE YOUR CHOICE. 
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