
Knic Umstead  

Little Black House Leaves Home 

Medium: Enamel, Metallic Paint, Markers, Lighting Gels, Collage, Urethane  

Little Black House Leaves Home sees the Black House as a 
dynamic object with sprawling geometric flow, unified with 
pillars, portals and porches. One day the Black House 
became nomadic, a mobile home settling on new ground, 
perched where it is now. Seeing it just moved, with its old 
paint job on stilts like little legs, as if it had scuttled over 
there on them. The thought of that huge building moving 
down the street really got my imagination going. What 
would it eat? What is its waste? How does it reproduce? 
Most likely asexually (no other Black Houses around), by 
budding. I designed my window to parallel this narrative, 
the stained glass window growing too large for its portal and 
ejected on to the lawn. Forcing itself upright, proud of its 
Dynamic Numerical Arrangement (DNA), ready to shape 
and be shaped by the future.  

Robi Sallee  

Peeping Peepers  

Medium: Acrylic  
While not native to Blacksburg, the Red Eyed Tree Frog’s 
bright colors and seemingly friendly smiles fit well with 
our incredible landscape and eco-friendly valley.  

 
 



Pris Sears  

Perennial Connections  

Medium: Metal  

Life in Blacksburg is a never-ending cycle of 
connections. Many are lifted up in their time 
here and then move on. Some put down roots 
and stay.  

 
 

 
Loretta & Raf Bedia  

Our Memories: A Few of Our Family’s 
Connections to Blacksburg Over the Years  

Medium: Mixed  

Images were printed (ink jet) on onionskin 
paper and attached to window glass with 
brushed medium matte gel and then brushed 
more matte gel followed by several coats of 
clear acrylic spray.  

 
 
 



Lauren Collver  

Birds on a Wire  

Medium: Enamel Paint  

The inspiration for this was my love for the natural beauty of Blacksburg. I’ve 
always enjoyed the 
birds especially that 
we see around the 
area, and I really 
enjoyed exploring the 
simplicity of birds on 
a phone wire.  

Gerri Young  

Happy Hollow Memories  

Medium: Acrylic paint sealed with acrylic self-leveling 
gel, typed stories of the farm gelled to the wooden 
surface of the frame.  

Happy Hollow Memories features photos from my 
childhood days on my grandparents’ farm on Happy 
Hollow Road. When my Navy father was oversees in the 
40’s, my mother and sisters and I lived with Tom and 
Essie Epperley, our maternal grandparents. For many 
years after that, going where the Navy sent us, we most o 
en spent a summer month back on our favorite place. My 
memories of those days will be forever cherished by me, 
as coming full circle, I ended up retiring to a house just a 
handful of miles from the farm.  

See all the narrative from this window on http://www.blacksburgart.org 

 



 
Claudia Hurt  

A Window Into the Universe  

Medium: Acrylic Ink  

Inspired by Hubble Telescope Images and “There are 
more things in Heaven and Earth, Horatio, than are 
dreamt of in your philosophy.” Shakespeare, Hamlet.  

 
 
 
 

Donald Sunshine  

Blacksburg - We Are All One  

Medium: Acrylic Outdoor Paint  

Blacksburg is rich in diversity and a 
community which supports and 
encourages all.  

 
 



 
Joanna Sunshine  

Blacksburg By Design  

Medium: Acrylic Outdoor Paint  

Blacksburg is strong in its support of all the arts - visual, 
literary, music, and performing.  

 
 
 

 
Diane Relf  

Blacksburg: A Branch In My Tree of Life  

Medium: Recycled, reused, and gifted materials  

As a branch in my tree of life, Blacksburg has 
led to growth in many ways: a career in 
horticulture working to improve human health 
and quality of life, a loving husband and home 
that is truly our own, friends at work and at play, 
and ultimately the opportunity to explore art in 
my retirement with the encouragement of artist 
friends such as Judy Schwab who shared these 
lovely leaves she made with me.  



 
Paula Golden  

Window on Blacksburg - Sixteen Squares  

Medium: self-dyed cotton and wool fabrics, commercial 
cotton fabrics, cotton batting, 100% cotton thread, 
Styrofoam, and found rusted items.  

I see grids and patterns in all that I view, as I attempt to 
find connections between different systems 
(neighborhoods, cultures, customs, people...). The sixteen 
square (4 x 4) layout of the original town continues to give 
structure for all who live in this dynamic town and for all 
those yet to come. The roads (grid) and waterways of our 
town connect the many cultures of Blacksburg together.  

 
Delbert Jones  

Nasturtiums and Butterflies Out My 
Blacksburg Window  

Medium: Vitrail glass and transparent 
paint.  

I came to Blacksburg for grad school in 
1975, stayed, and retired here. Glad to 
see Blacksburg is a “top 25” retirement 
place! So will continue to enjoy the view 
out of my window!  

 
 



 
Sara Fortier 
 

Shifting Sands  

Medium: Resin and Modeling Sand.  

Over the 17 years I’ve grown up here, Blacksburg has 
never stayed the same. The town is a constant shifting 
mosaic of people, each moving one way or another.  
 

 
 

Sally Mook  

Blacksburg, Earth’s Center  

Medium: Acrylic, self-painted collage papers, 
pen, gold paint.  

I loved the making paint patterns on one side of 
the window frame and wanted to preserve that 
effect. The glass in the five panels is so pretty, 
wavy in places, with some flaws I didn’t want to 
hide, so I used hundred of bits of collage papers 
to only cover the frame on the opposite side, 
adding words and a short poem to express my 
feelings about Blacksburg.  

 
 



 
Passek-Collver Family  

Poesy Prints  

Medium: Enamel Paint  

The Passek-Collver’s are a family of six, 
and we all seem to have a deep 
appreciation for nature. We chose some 
favorite flowers and leaves such as mint, 
daisies, Jimsonweed, and roses from 
around the yard, painted them, and pressed 
them onto the glass.  

	  


